YAfvica Cares

alrirming 11¢

For unto us a child is born—I love these words don’t you? These familiar words fill me and every Believer with fresh hope. We hear
these words a lot around this time of year. And in this work we are familiar with how vital hope is— that’s why we are called to
step into the crisis that an unplanned pregnancy creates, with those clients who do not know where else to turn who might
otherwise go straight to a facility to end the pregnancy....not stopping to consider the implications of this irreversible choice or to
consider other options that are open to them...who might give birth and then place the baby in a municipal bin or under the seat in
a taxi (as was reported recently in Durban) for someone else to find...not daring to consider that there are people who want to
help...that there might be another option instead of losing a child and facing prosecution if caught. A desperate act of saying “I just
can’t cope”. Or there are the men and women who choose life and then single parenting and struggle to, or never, complete their
schooling or studies...not stopping to consider that there are other options, such as adoption.

Through the work of our network of pregnancy care centres, we show young people that there are other options and choices —
choices that will affect them for life and choices that they can live with for life. The children of the almost 150 000 clients that we
collectively help per year by walking an often lonely and scary road of a pregnancy crisis with them, are some now celebrating their
first Christmas this year. Many of them are oblivious to the fear and panic surrounding their conception and subsequent journey
into this life. Children who are oblivious to the fact that their parents could have chosen to end their lives before they made their
entrance into this world and oblivious to the courageous decisions their parents and sometimes only their moms made to bring
them life and write their stories. This is possible because of people like you - people who are prepared to combine passion and
purpose. And when you combine that with the power of God, extraordinary things can happen.

We thank you, our supporters, ministry partners, volunteers and friends for your passion and commitment to this work through-
out 2016 and wish you and yours a peace-filled Christmas.
Daniele
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From God
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Fundraising Banquet Testimony

We first heard about this type of fundraising at the 2014 conference. The idea
was raised at one of our volunteer meetings and we got the relevant infor-
mation from Head office where they suggested we do the training and then
follow the agenda to the Tee.....One of the things that Daniele stressed was
that before we go ahead, we need to get confirmation from the Lord. So for 2
weeks the volunteers prayed and asked the Lord for His guidance. At our next
meeting it was decided on what we heard from the Lord, and that we will start
with the arrangements. Right from the beginning we experienced the blessing
of the Lord. Underwriters responded and every volunteer was given a certain
task that she did with dedication. The closer we got to our set date, the more
excited we got.... Our caterers came down R20,000 in their quote and the ser-
vice and food was excellent!

Heartbeat International
Pregnancy Help Conference
April 18-21, 2017
HeartbeatServices.org

People were surprised that they were invited to a Gala Fundraising dinner
without paying for it. We received 92 guests for the evening with Mike Jansen
(our previous Board Chairman) who gave a heartwarming speech and Daniele
Gradwell from Africa Cares made the appeal. Our evening brought in R226,000
with one time pledges or in monthly donations by EFT. (This is so much better
than battling to have a jumble sale twice a year that brings in +- R15,000!!) We
experienced many open doors with people who want to know more about our
services and those who are offering to become volunteers. We can truly, highly
recommend having such an evening. It will bring in the results and lessen the
financial stress on the Centre. But it must be emphasized that the recommend-
ed instructions be followed closely in order to have a successful evening.
Thanks to Daniele who introduced us to a worry-free Christmas holiday.
—Written by Heila Chapman, Amato PCC
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For more details on Banquet train-
ing contact the Africa Cares office

A recent discussion relating to the very important
preventative aspect of our work reminded me of
this parable | read on www.RW360.0rg blog ...

"There was small village located on a wide and danger-
ous river. One day a young man standing on the bank
noticed someone floundering in the water. He jumped
into the river and after much effort pulled the drown-
ing man to safety. The next day a woman saw another
person struggling in the water, and she too risked her
life to save him. When this cycle repeated itself several
times in the following days, the elders realized they
had a serious problem on their hands. “Many people
are in danger of drowning in our river,” they said.
“Lives are at stake! We must do all we can to save
these people.” Working together, the villagers steadily
improved their life-saving practices. They stationed
canoes on the bank and assigned pairs of rescuers to
work together in regular shifts. They lit bonfires on the
shore at night, and eventually strung ropes across the
river, which drowning people could grab as they float-
ed by. These techniques were not always successful,
but through their diligence the villagers steadily im-
proved their ability to save people who were struggling
in the river. One older woman watched these noble
efforts with quiet reflection, and eventually asked a
simple question. “This is good work you are doing,”
she said. “Many lives have been saved through your
efforts and other villages are imitating your efforts.”
“But tell me,” she said, “would it not be wise to learn
why so many people fall into the river and float by our
village? Perhaps we could do something to keep them
from getting into this trouble in the first place.” Hum-
bled by the wisdom in her question, the elders sent an
expedition upstream that very day. A mile above their
village they discovered an old bridge. A section of its
termite-eaten planks had broken, leaving a large gap.
Clearly, anyone who used that bridge risked falling into
the river below. Realizing this must be the primary
reason people had been floating by their village, the
expedition repaired the bridge with fresh ropes and
new planks. The number of people floating by the vil-
lage dropped dramatically. Of course, there were still
people who stumbled off the riverbank and found
themselves floundering in the river. They were certain-
ly thankful that the village still trained and posted res-
cue teams. But by fixing the bridge, the elders greatly
reduced the number of people who fell into the river
in the first place ... reducing the number who drowned
before they got to the village, as well as the workload
of the teams who still stood ready to help.



http://www.rw360.org/
http://heartbeatinternational.cmail19.com/t/y-l-hruljdl-jutkddthkr-r/

Centre Stories

The 22" September 2016 seemed to be a normal day at Hope Ithemba. The Centre was as busy as usual assisting clients. After the morning shift |
took some councillors home and intended to go straight home. However, | had a feeling | had to stay in Springs and even go back to Hope Centre but
not knowing why. | did some shopping and then thought ok there is no reason to stay and started heading home. | was just over two blocks away
from Hope Centre but again | felt | should hang around. So | stopped at the side of the road and decided to give Pat, our centre director, a call and
catch up on some ETS Training she was facilitating the next week.

As we were talking, a text message came through on our phones advising that the baby safe had just been activated and to respond immediately. So
by God’s plan, | believe, | was very close to the centre and went straight away. On the way | was thinking, | hope it is not another false alarm as we
have had a number of false alarms of late finding bricks twice, nappies once and also some vegetables on another occasion.

On arrival at Hope centre, | found Rose, a staff member, unlocking the safe. We heard no sound from the safe at all but only saw a rolled up blanket
inside. | opened the cover and felt the blanket, wondering what was inside this time. Still no sound. | then opened the blanket to see the most amaz-
ing little baby. | stood in amazement, shock, joy and unbelief at actually seeing a new born baby still covered in birth fluid. In my awe struck state |
found myself forgetting the procedures. | called Pat, who calmly reminded me of the procedures.

Simultaneously, the ‘quiet’ baby started to cry a bit but was struggling with fluid still coming out of her lungs so we rushed upstairs to get Thule, a
councillor, to care for the baby while | drove to the hospital. There wrapped in the blanket we found a love letter, written by the mother, giving the
baby’s name and explaining her circumstances. It ended off with the mother promising that in time she would be back. We got to the hospital very
quickly with the security guard shouting to us to go, go with very little explanation. We found a parking right outside casualty in a normally very full
parking area. Wow how amazing is our Lord.

We rushed into a packed casualty telling the admin clerk of the baby safe and our need to jump the queue. He had no idea what we were talking
about when we referred to the ‘baby safe.” Thankfully Thule interrupted and then took baby straight in. There in casualty we saw, for the first time,
the baby was a precious little girl. The fluid cleared and her crying was much stronger. Oh what music to our ears. When | went to check on the baby
before leaving | was given the most precious gift. She opened her little eyes looking in my direction. My heart was overwhelmed by how precious she
was.

We then went to see the Social worker giving details of what happened and sharing how grateful we were that the mother had the courage to use the
baby safe, making history, and more so, giving life to this precious little girl. Having read the love letter the social worker informed us that the mother
had three months to claim the baby. We closed in prayer giving thanks and praise for this baby girls life and also pleaded that the mother, by God’s
grace, would come and claim this little girl before three months was up.

The next stop was the police station where it was no surprise to us, now, that the event of a baby being left in a baby safe was totally foreign and took
a while before it was decided where and with whom we were to report the event. | was required to give a signed statement as a complainant which
did not sit well with me; as | shared | am not complaining but so happy and proud of the mother who did not trash her baby but rather gave her life.
However, | still had to do as they said to protect the centre and myself from any case in future. This however was changed the following week by the
police saying no crime was committed by using the baby safe after all and my statement changed to being a record only with no complaint against the
mother. That was good news. The following week, Thule and | went to visit baby to find her doing very well and really looking at peace. Then, even
more amazing news reached us; the mother had come to Hope Ithemba centre to enquire of her baby girl and to report that she wanted her back.
She testified as to God’s provision for her to obtain work so she could begin to provide for the baby. Wow so many miracles indeed! We believe God
has special plans for this baby girl. The social worker and mother are working together towards the reuniting of mother and child. What an exciting
day that will be.

I During the recent Journey post abortion recovery training | realised the need for help for people who have had an abortion. This is an opportunity
for me to assist them by the grace of God in their crisis. The training was very well presented, with excellent literature in the manual. The fact
that we attendees could take part in the discussions and share our experiences was very helpful. What meant a lot to me is that God was part of
our training and also the references to the Bible and our Father.

I had not even considered before that men are also affected, devastated by the abortion of their baby just as the mother is. Lights did come on for
me having just recently had a lady share with me with her husband present that she had an abortion. She did this not being able to hide this any
longer having such guilt, depression, physically ill and having collapsed on the floor at church she said the bible says the truth will set you free and
so she shared this terrible news and from there she was immediately up and fine. Only on this course thanks to you Daniele did | see the light that
the husband was also grieving and believed he had failed as a husband to protect his wife and child.

The section where men are included in the counselling process was great. The needs of men are also very important and they must also be in-
cluded as they are part of the process.
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What’s Coming Up? gOOd people

ETS—Boksburg, 28 January, 4, 11 18 February (08h00 to 16h00)

do nothing.

ETS—Amanzimtoti, 7, 8, 9, 10 February -Edmund Burke

Africa Cares Annual Conference, Amanzimtoti, 22, 23, 24 August

e
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Email: daniele@africacaresforlife.org.za

Banking Details

Bank: Nedbank Galleria
Acc no: 1306 049 733
Branch Code: 1306 2700
Name: Africa Cares for Life
+27 31 903 2340
www.africacaresforlife.org.za




